Green
Building

NZ Green Building Council
updates the Steel Credit
in Green Star NZ to
something achievable.
If you build upmarket offices,
commercial buildings or schools this
should mean something to you. If it
does read on to discover how we
have finally made the steel credit
applicable to NZ made steel. If this
means nothing, read on to discover
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is just a summary with particular
reference to the Steel Credit - MAT

A building can achieve a rating of:

8, and some of the lengthy history. I

during building and during the

have taken some material from this
website, thanks NZGBC.

Sustainable development
Back in the 1980s the UN,
concerned about the even-then
obvious diminution of natural
resources appointed the Brundtland
Commission to report on the
issues. From this came the still
valid definition of sustainable
development as “development that
meets the needs and aspirations of
the present without compromising
the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs”. Thus,
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future generations to meet their own
needs” is buildings, particularly
non-residential buildings.
Hugely expensive in use of
resources, energy gulping during
life, and affecting the environment
for many decades (at least as
planned), how we build and inhabit
buildings has a big effect on the
overall sustainability of society. So
does what happens to the buildings
and their materials once their life is
over.

ASB North Wharf: 5 Green Star
Design. Office building

building’s life. The sustainability of

Christchurch Civic Building –
6 Green Star.

n 4 Green Star - Best Practice
n 5 Green Star - New Zealand
n Excellence 6 Green Star - World
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To rate a building’s overall

Green Star as originally developed

environmental impact, the tool

in Australia concentrated on

awards points across nine

recycled content of the steel used

categories: energy, water, materials,

in the building and the reuse of steel

indoor environment quality (IEQ),

materials (e.g. steel beams).

transport, land use & ecology,
management, emissions, and

In the first two versions of New

innovation.

Zealand’s Green Star the steel
credit read -

Materials
Products and Materials relate to
Green Star in two different ways:
In the Green Star Materials

Te Mirumiru – 6 Green Star. NZ’s first
commercial earth-bank building. In 2014,
the building won: the Leadership in
Sustainable Design and Performance award
at the World Green Building Council’s
(WorldGBC’s) Asia Pacific Regional
Network Leadership Awards; an EECA
Award for Innovation; and an award for
excellence at the Property Council NZ Rider
Levett Bucknall Awards. The building was
designed by Phil Smith of CASA Architects

Mat-6 v1 or MAT-8 (v2/2009) Steel -,To encourage and recognise the
reduction in embodied energy and resource depletion due to the use of
recycled steel.
2008 Up to two points could be achieved by use of recycled steel at 2 levels

Note that the title was “Recycled

Since 2014 there has been only

this time GBCA has changed the

content of steel” up to 2009. Then it
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(as some proposed changes would

Steel making and recycled
content

Sustainable Steel Council
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Finally!
The 2015 Green Star v3
Steel credit

(30%) in order to even start the arc.

big deal, it would still be possible

MAT-8 Steel now has as its aim:

have).

to get an extra point or two in a
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Until 2014 we had two steel makers

green building in order to move up
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in New Zealand could not get any
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Metals NZ Inc) at http://www.

Those of you who have stuck

building materials. Where these
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with me so far will see this is very

the sustainable properties of our
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(quoted above).
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through a number of similar but
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Green Star credits.

different versions during 2014 and
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Steel

2009 on Up to three points could be achieved by use of recycled steel at 3
levels (now includes a 30% level)

Globally the use of steel in a building

the status quo and does not really
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persistence of SSC chairman Dr
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Stephen Hicks from HERA that we
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2015 and it is thanks largely to the
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processing. We have had various
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